Does rural follow-up of renal allografts give impaired graft survival?
In this study, we compared the patient and graft survival after renal transplantation in patients followed up in rural centers against those in a major transplant center. There was a greater proportion of patients having a living related donor transplant and having prolonged cold ischemic times in the group followed up in a rural centre. The patient and graft survival at 1, 3 and 5 years were similar for local and rural patients. We conclude that a centralized transplant unit with follow-up of patients in rural centers optimizes the use of highly skilled personnel.